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NEWS 
 
Sadly last month we had to announce the death of Dr. Gordon Ayerst.  Gordon had worked for ICI 
and been a member of the Campus Club since 2001.  He was Chairman of Welwyn Hatfield Council in 
1978 and became President of the WGC Rotary Club in 2003.  His funeral last month was attended by 
a number of our members. 
 
On a happier note we have been pleased to welcome New Members Richard Morgan and Peter 
Harris and, today, a further new member George Robertson and hope they enjoy their time with us. 
George - please stand and be welcomed!  Maybe if you spot one of our new members why not 
welcome them aboard and perhaps ask them to join you for the lunch?  
 
Our membership currently stands at 95 - well below the 100 plus we strive for - so if any of you would 
like to join in our recruitment campaign and have a few posters to hand out to your friends, or place 
in good locations, please see Tony Salsi after lunch. 
 
RAFFLE 
 
The monthly raffle continues to go well with two lucky members enjoying a free lunch every month and 
the surplus proceeds - £38 last month - funding other Club events and activities.  Thanks to Gus 
Edwards who has now joined Derek for the task of selling raffle tickets. Remember the Club subsidises 
our lunches by £1.00 per head, so it’s a good reason to buy a ticket and you could win a free lunch.   
 
OUTINGS 
 
Our first outing of the year, ‘Illegal London’, took place in March and was enjoyed by all, including 
some members of Ladies Probus who joined us to make up the numbers. Look at our website to see 
some photos.  You may recall that we have now decided to invite Ladies Probus to all future outings 
so we avoid the last minute panics when we can’t raise sufficient support from our own members. 
 
Remember the great outing we had a couple of years ago to the Essex Highlands?  Well, the next 
Summer Outing will be on Thursday 30th June and is entitled ‘An East Anglian Panorama’.  We 
travel by coach from WGC to Long Melford for refreshments and we meet our guide.  We then enjoy a 
coach ride through the beautiful East Anglian landscape, painted by Constable and Gainsborough, 
through the picturesque wool towns of Sudbury, Cavendish and Clare, returning to Long Melford for a 
2-course lunch of your choice.  We then have time to explore the town’s old High Street before the 
coach takes us off once more for a guided tour of the beautiful weaver’s town of Lavenham.  After tea 
there we then return by coach to WGC by about 5.45. 
 
This should be another great day out and the cost is only £43 pp!   An email with booking form will be 
sent to all members shortly and the deadline for booking will be at the 2nd June lunch.  Do not delay - 
BOOK NOW. 
 
You may recall that a number of the members showed interested in a bowls evening at the Welwyn 
Bowls Club later this summer and this is being organised by Ted Webb, with details to be published in 
due course. 
 
Details of our October long-weekend outing are now being finalised - possibly on 21 to 24 October 
and maybe to Dorset - and more details will be sent out to you after the June outing.  Who knows, in 
the future we may even persuade some of you to join a European trip??? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
SEATING AT LUNCHES 
 
The Committee are concerned that some members feel that the rush to ‘bag a seat’ at lunches and 
then sit in regular groups is disconcerting for those free spirits who would like to mix more and make it 
less cliquey.  We have received comments from some members on this and at least two have not 
renewed their membership for this reason. 
 
We have decided to try a different system as an experiment for the June Lunch.  When you check in to 
pay you will be given a card with a table number and that is where you should sit.  There is ample time 
to have a beer with your best mates before lunch, maybe by chance some will still be on your table, 
and it increases the opportunity to meet other members who you don’t know so well. 
 
Please - give it a go as it’s important to the Committee that the Club is not regarded as ‘unfriendly and 
cliquey’ 
 
REFERENDUM 
 
Now we all know that decision day for the European Referendum is fast approaching on the 23 June.  
The media will soon be full of straw poll predictions - so we thought we would have one of our own!  At 
next month’s June Lunch everyone present will be given a ballot slip and invited to record their own 
In/Out decision (in secret).  The slips will be collected before the speaker and the results will be 
announced before we all go home.  From what I have heard many of the younger generation may vote 
to stay IN whilst many of our generation may vote for OUT - well, we’ll see for ourselves at the next 
lunch! 
 
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY  

 
The Ladies Invitation Lunch is on Thursday 6th October make sure you log it nowE. Our 
single Members are encouraged to still come along as usual and we will make sure you are 
welcome, even better, bring a friend – don’t be put off.  Any queries, please speak to Philip 
Tasch who is arranging it the Lunch this year.  
 
SPEAKERS 
 
We’ve enjoyed some good talks in recent months, thanks to the hard work of our Speaker Secretary 
Philip Fotheringham.  This May lunch, Chris Turan - a member of another Probus Club - tells us all 
about DNA and fingerprint in crime detection. 
 
Don’t forget, if you have an after lunch talk you think can keep us enthralled please contact Philip - we 
always encourage home-grown talent. 
 
A FINAL THOUGHT 5.. 
 
A man was waiting for his wife outside M&S when he was approached by an attractive lady who asked 
him if he wanted a really good time.  He thought he’d play along with this so asked her how much that 
would cost.  “£25 and you’ll have a really good time” she said.  “I’m sorry but I only have £10 in my 
wallet”  he replied.  “Well” she said “You won’t get much for that!”  and walked off. 
 
A few minutes later his wife appeared and they were walking up the road hand in hand when they 
passed the aforementioned lady.  She looked round and said to him “There, I told you but you didn’t 
believe me!” 
 
 
Bill Wastell - editor 
 

  


